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Principally Speaking 
By Patricia Alexander & Nick Gooch  
 
            Each month Pleasant Lea students will be encouraged to practice a 
Caring Character Trait. Parents can help by practicing the traits with their 
children. “Tiger Tales” will include a definition for each month’s trait and 
some ideas parents can use to reinforce student learning. 
 
 

September Character 
RESPECT 

Having self-respect, respect for others, respect for authority, and respect for 
property. 
 

�  Encourage your child to listen to others without interrupting. 
�  Expect your child to use an appropriate tone of voice. Be a role model. 

When your child’s tone of voice is inappropriate say, “I will listen to 
you when your voice sounds like mine.”  

�  Remind your child to use good manners and courtesy words like 
“please” and “thank you”. 

�  Teach the “golden rule”. Talk with your child about how he/she would 
like to be treated in different situations.  

 
Nicole Gilbert 
Thana Lankford 
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Calendar of Events 
September 2008 

----------------------------------------- 
Tuesday, Sep 9 

5 – 9 pm  Spotlight Night for all 
 
---------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, Sep 10 
PICTURE DAY 
 

 
 
 
    PTA Fundraiser begins 
 ** Papa John’s Pizza Night ** 
---------------------------------------- 

Monday, Sep 15 
6:30 Headroom parent mtg 
      Rain or Shine 
---------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, Sep 16 
5:30 PLE Family Picnic 
      Rain or Shine 
---------------------------------------------- 

Monday, Sep 22 
6:30 WatchDOG kick-off for 
Dads 
---------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, Sep 23 
6:30 PTA Skate night at       
Landmark 
---------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, Sep 24 
PTA Fundraiser ends 
---------------------------------------------- 

Sep 23-25 
SAT 10 Testing for grades 3 & 5 
---------------------------------------- 

Friday, Sep 26 
 Early Release Day ,   AM & PM 
Kindergarten Attend AM Session  
ALL STUDENTS dismiss at 12:00 pm 
Entertainment Book Sale begins  

 
---------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, Sep 30 
6:30 PTA Planning meeting 
 
 

 
   
 

PTA – September News 
  
Welcome to a new school year!  It is difficult to believe that another 
summer has raced by!!  On behalf of the PTA, we would like to extend a 
warm welcome to those who have recently joined our PLE community 
and welcome back our returning families. 
  
Thank you to everyone who has joined the PTA and volunteered their 
help for this school year.  A special thanks to Todd and Kim Rooney 
and Adam and Amy Fauss for all of their help in making the courtyard 
and the front of our school look so beautiful.  Thank you to Chrys Sevic 
and Suzy Fiegener for preparing orders for spirit wear.  Also, thank you 
to Debie Pugsley and Sharon Graham for providing a wonderful back 
to school luncheon for the staff.  And finally we want to thank all of the 
volunteers who helped make enrollment and meet your teacher a huge 
success!  
  
September is a very exciting month at PLE.  Our PTA volunteers are 
busy planning upcoming events.  PTA will be selling 2 slices of pizza 
and a drink for $2 during Spotlight Night.  Our All School Picnic and CD 
Release Party will be held September 16.  Our Fundraising and 
Membership chairperson, Terri Harmon , is working so hard to provide 
opportunities for our school community to raise funds to purchase new 
technology for our students.  We will kick off our Sally Foster Fundraiser 
on September 10.  Our first Skate Night will be on September 23.  Look 
for information about additional upcoming events in Thursday packets.  
We would also encourage you to use our website, www.PLEPTA.com, to 
find information about PTA.   
  
A fun and easy way to raise money for our school is to save your HyVee 
receipts and General Mills box tops.  We are currently collecting Lee’s 
Summit HyVee receipts for the months of June, July, August and 
September.  You can put your receipts in the basket by the office. 
  
The strength of our PTA is our volunteers!  We hope that you will take a 
moment to sign up for volunteer opportunities at Spotlight Night.  Our 
children enjoy all of the special events and only with your help will they 
be a huge success!     
  
We would like to invite all of the PTA members to attend our monthly 
Planning Meetings.  Our next meeting will be held on September 30 at 
6:30pm in the media center.  Your input is invaluable to our 
organization.   
 
 Please feel free to contact us with questions at any time! We can be 
reached at maryhoffman@kc.rr.com or kimrooneypta@yahoo.com. 
  
Mary Hoffman and Kim Rooney  
2008-2009 PTA Co-Presidents 
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SUMMER READING CHALLENGE – CONGRATULATIONS ! 
113 PLE students met their summer reading challenge of reading 1,000 pages, or more.  This compares with 
129 summer readers a year ago.  I didn't total all the pages read by PLE students over the summer, but I do 
have the following information somewhat analyzed: 
 85 - # of readers in the 1,000 pages range  3,000+ pages read this summer by: 
 17 - # of readers in the 2,000 pages range  3,281 Charlie Underwood 
        3,306 Emily Walker 
4,000+ pages read this summer by:    3,407 Alexiss Britz 
 4,372 Bridgett Neff     3,478 Kennadi Thompson 
 4,384 Katie Cramer     3,613 Breanna Karel 
 4,440 Mikayla Findlay.    3,642 Lucy Licata 
        3,652 Brenna Nevels 
        3,717 Joseph Johnson 
Congratulations to all our summer readers and thank you, parents, for supporting this activity with your 
children! 

I Spy PLE Learners from Far Away Places    By  Laura Soliday 
Have you ever been to another country?  We have students at PLE who have not just visited other countries, but 
have lived there.  Places like China, Mexico Poland and Venezuela have not been vacation destinations, but 
home to PLE students and their families. PLE is privileged to be one of three elementary schools in the LSR7 
school district with a special program for English language learners. In the past five years, PLE’s ELL program 
has grown from fewer than twenty students to over thirty.  PLE currently has students and families from China, 
El Salvador, Eritrea, Honduras, Jordan, Korea, Mauritania, Mexico, Micronesia, Poland, Venezuela and 
Vietnam. Not only do these students learn what the others in their grade are learning, but they are also learning 
English and a new culture. In the kindergarten program alone, there are nine students whose heritage represents 
six countries and five languages. The languages of students in the ELL program at PLE include Arabic, Korean, 
Mandarin Chinese, Pohnpeian, Polish, Soninke, Spanish, Tigrinya, and Vietnamese. You might not expect such 
diversity in Lee’s Summit, MO, but we are excited about the opportunities we have to learn about other cultures 
and languages. 
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Library Lines   By Jackie Krinke  
In the library, the traditional beginning-of-the-year student instructional activities are in progress.    All 1st-
6th-grade classes have been orientated, and are now checking out library materials. (Kindergarten students 
will begin coming to the library in a couple weeks)  First grade students will be attending a lesson that 
reviews good book care.  All 3rdt-6th grade students are currently being introduced to their respective 
reading program.  Third grade students participate in the KC3 Award reading program.  Fourth, fifth and 
sixth grade students participate in the Mark Twain Award reading program.  First, second, and third grade 
students will soon begin their Show Me Readers Award reading program by listening to ten different books 
read to them by the librarian this semester, and then voting on their favorite of these ten books.  Kindergarten 
students will begin their Kinder Klassic Award reading program in January by listening to five different 
books read to them by the librarian and then voting on their favorite of these five books. 
 

All parents can help their students with library materials by encouraging students to respect the materials--
take good care of them and return them on time (books and magazines are checked out to students for one 
week).  If a student has an overdue library item, he/she will not be allowed to check out another library item 
until the overdue item is returned.  If an item becomes lost or damaged, it needs to be paid for.  Students are 
asked not to take magazines home, but books may be taken home to be read.  Students in grades 3-6 may 
check out audio books to bring home and listen to.  Students will be checking out the following materials 
when they visit the library each week for checkout: 

Kindergarten students –    2 books; 
1st grade students –  2-3 books; 
2ndgrade students -  2-3 books; 
3rd grade students –  2 books & 1 magazine; 
4th grade students –  2 books & 1 magazine; 
5th grade students –  2-3 books & 1 magazine; 
6th grade students –   2-3 books & 1 magazine. 
 

The PLE library’s web page is a good source of information to consult about the library’s operations, 
programs, promotions, and resources, and can be accessed at 
<http://ple.leesummit.k12.mo.us/lmcple/default.htm/>. 
  
The Friends of the Library program is back this year, and a bright purple color information sheet about this 
program has been sent home with the youngest child in each family.  Your membership in the FOL helps 
promote excellence in the school library program in several ways.  The FOL program will assist in the 
ongoing funds needed to support an annual author or illustrator visit.  In addition, this program will assist 
with other library activities and the addition of new materials for the library collection.  Your child/family 
can become a Friends of the Library this school year by making a donation to the library in the amount of 
your choice ($10 recommended for each child, $20 recommended for a family membership, or your choice 
since everyone benefits). 

 

Following is a list of important library events for this year.  As always, thank you for your support of the 
library! 

August 25  Summer Reading Challenge Pizza Party 
October 16  Author/illustrator Lisa Campbell Ernst at PLE all day for grades 1-3 
October 20-23 Lee’s Summit Reading Council’s Scholastic Book Fair  
January  Library Media Center Advisory Team meeting 
February 5-10 Library’s Scholastic Book Fair – all profits directly benefit our school!  
March 2  Read Across America (Dr. Seuss’s birthday) 
March 2-6  Reading Week & Lee’s Summit Reads  
April 12-18 National Library Week  
May 4  KC3 Celebration 
May 11  Mark Twain  Challenge & Truman Readers Challenge Pizza Party 


