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Principally Speaking 
By Patricia Alexander & Nick Gooch 
 
            Each month Pleasant Lea students will be encouraged to practice a 
Caring Character Trait.  Parents can help by practicing the traits with their 
children. “Tiger Tales” will include a definition for each month’s trait and 
some ideas parents can use to reinforce student learning. 
 

October Character, 
  Responsibility 

Being accountable in word and deed. Having a sense of duty to fulfill tasks 
with reliability, dependability, and commitment. 

�  Assign your child age appropriate chores.  For example, a kindergarten 
student can pick up their toys and a fourth grade student might be able 
to empty the trash. Help your child understand the consequences to the 
family (you can’t run the vacuum with toys on the floor, there’s no 
more room in the waste basket for the trash) when responsibilities are 
unfulfilled. 

�  Expect your child to treat school as their “job”. Share with your child 
your own job responsibilities and the responsibilities of others in your 
child’s life. Discuss with your child their “job” responsibilities such as 
arriving at school on time, listening, participating, and turning in 
completed homework on time.  

�  Teach your child to take responsibility for his/her words and actions.  
�  Give positive feedback to your child when you notice responsible 

behaviors. 
 
Ann Davison 
Thana Lankford 
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FOURTH GRADE NEWS 
 
Fourth graders’ heads are probably spinning from all the new things 
they have already experienced this year.  And to think that we haven’t 
even completed an entire quarter!  The first adjustment our students 
had to make was to remember that their new classrooms were upstairs.  
We now have that mastered!                                    Cont’d on Page 2 
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Calendar of Events 
September 2007 

 
Oct 4 

6:30 – PTA Board Mtg.      
-Media Center  

----------------------------------------- 
Tuesday, Oct 9 

7:00 –2nd Grade Performance  
PLE Pizza Night at     
       Minsky's Pizza 
---------------------------------------- 

Wednesday, Oct 10 
Entertainment Book Sale 
ends  
---------------------------------------- 

Saturday, Oct 13 
LS Education Foundation 

Race for the Future-LSWHS   
---------------------------------------------- 

Thursday, Oct 18 
Health Fair Day-Wear your 
glasses! 
---------------------------------------- 

Friday, Oct 1 9 
 Early Release Day ,   AM & PM 
Kindergarten Attend AM Session  
ALL STUDENTS dismiss at 12:00 pm 
Entertainment Book Sale begins  

---------------------------------------------- 
Oct 22-25 

Book Fair 
---------------------------------------------- 

Oct 24 & Oct 25 
Early Release Day ,   AM & PM 
Kindergarten Attend AM Session  
ALL STUDENTS dismiss at 12:00 pm 

---------------------------------------- 
Friday, Oct 26 
 No School 

---------------------------------------- 
 Tuesday, Oct 30 

6:30  Skate Night at  
     Landmark      
 
 
 
 
 

              

 
   
 

Library Lines 
 
If you have a fourth, fifth, or sixth grade student, please encourage 
him/her to participate in the Mark Twain Award reading program.  The 
nominees for this award are terrific books, and they also count for 
intermediate students’ Missouri Reading Circle certificate and the Pizza 
Hut Book It! reading program.  This year’s Mark Twain Award 
nominees are listed on page 4 of this Tiger Tales edition.  If you have  a 
third grade student, please encourage him/her to participate in the KC3 
Award reading program.  The nominees for this award also count for 
third grade students’ Missouri Reading Circle certificate and the Pizza 
Hut Book It! reading program.  This year’s KC3 Award nominees are 
also on page 4 of this Tiger Tales edition. 
Library clerk Donna Stinson and I would like to acknowledge and thank 
the parents and grandparents who are volunteering in the library this 
year: Geri Barker, Mary Ann Neff, Mary Jane Ullery, Jolie Mitchell, 
Jackie Anderson, Tammi Nelson, and Kim Rooney.  These individuals 
volunteer many hours in the library shelving materials, assisting students 
and staff, cleaning books, and also completing other tasks, as needed.  
We are still in need of a library volunteer the afternoons of Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday – no experience necessary! Thank you very much, 
Geri, Mary Ann, Mary Jane, Jolie, Jackie, Tammi, and Kim, for 
volunteering in the library this year – your help is immeasurable! 
          Cont’d on Page 3 
 
FOURTH GRADE NEWS (cont’d) 
Academically speaking, our school was the first to kick off the District 
Keyboarding Curriculum.  All fourth grade students spent 30 minutes a 
day for three weeks reinforcing what they learned about keyboarding last 
year.  They also added to their knowledge different key strokes and 
combinations that should help with their typing fluency and comfort 
level with typing on any computer.  If you are the parent of a 4th grade 
student, please remind your child to use the correct hand position when 
typing at home.  
The other things that have been new to our students are D.A.R.E. lessons 
and Strings classes.  All sections of 4th grade are finishing up the four 
D.A.R.E lessons that our new D.A.R.E. officer, Matt Stubbs, presented.  
Be sure to ask any fourth grader what they learned in this district 
sponsored program.  Mrs. Maria Maxwell is excited to be under way 
with a brand new group of strings students.  The beginning of strings 
instruction is usually something only a professional can endure.  If you 
are a parent of one of these students, you understand what we mean after 
listening to your child practice at home!  In no time at all, however, Mrs. 
Maxwell will have a wonderful group of expert musicians to work with.  
Be sure to watch the calendar for their first school performance. 
!                                         Cont’d on Page 3 
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FOURTH GRADE NEWS (cont’d)  
Last week the students were privileged to listen to 
author Roland Smith talk about some of his life 
experiences and how these affect his writing.  He went 
through a great power point presentation showing the 
kids how and where he got the interest and information 
for his books.  Currently Mr. Smith has two books on 
the Mark Twain Nominee list.  They are Jack’s Run 
and Lightening Thief.  Mr. Smith ended his 
presentation with the most important key to writing:  
Writing is Revision!  He shared with our students that 
each book he has written has been revised 5-10 times 
before being published.  So parents, encourage those 
up and coming writers you have at home! 
 
 Our team is currently planning a field trip to 
Steamboat Arabia, which is down in the River Market 
area, for an interactive tour.  This provides our students 
a close-up look at the world’s largest collection of 1857 
Frontier supplies.  The Steamboat Arabia attraction ties 
into archeology, history, and science into the 
experience.  Finally, we are in the beginning stages of 
scheduling our spring field trip to Jefferson City.  
Representative Will Kraus and his Legislative 
Assistant, Casey, do a great job of exposing our 4th 
graders to the buzz that happens in our state’s capitol.  
We look forward to these exciting, educational trips!   
 

4th Grade Teaching Team 
 

Library Lines  (cont’d)  
 

   The September Friends Of The Library drive 
has been extended through the month of October. 
In fact, October 21-27 is officially National 
Friends Of The Library Week. The Friends Of 
The Library program assists in the ongoing funds 
needed to support an annual author or illustrator 
visit.  In addition, this program will assist with 
other library activities and the addition of new 
materials for the library collection.  Your 
child/family can become Friends Of The Library 
this school year by making a donation to the 
library in the amount of your choice.  This is a 
once-a-year voluntary donation.  Without a 
doubt, your membership helps promote 
excellence in your school library program.  
Please strongly consider supporting our PLE 
Friends Of The Library by joining this year.  To 
do that, please see the FOTL membership form 
in another area of this Tiger Tales edition. 
Author Roland Smith was at PLE all day 
Monday, September 24th, presenting to students 
in grades four, five, and six.  At the end of the 
day, he autographed over one hundred books for 
students and staff.  Students and staff both 
greatly enjoyed these activities with author 
Roland Smith.  Below are two of the pictures 
taken throughout the day of his visit. 
 

Jackie Krinke 
Library Media Specialist 
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2007-2008 KC3 Award Nominees 
For Third Grade 
 
 
 
DANITRA BROWN, CLASS CLOWN 
By Nikki Grimes 
 
JANEY AND THE FAMOUS AUTHOR 
By Mary Downing Hahn 
 
A HORN FOR LOUIS 
By Eric Kimmel 
 
HOUDINI 
By Kathleen Krull 
 
PRECIOUS AND THE BOO HAG 
By P. McKissack & O. Moss 
 
ANYONE CAN EAT SQUID 
By Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
 
REAL SLAM DUNK 
By Charisse Richardson 
 
DAD, JACKIE AND ME 
By Myron Uhlberg 
 
I COULD DO THAT! 
By Linda White 
 
BEANY AND THE MEANY 

By Susan Wojciechowski 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2007-2008 Mark Twain Award 
Nominees 

For Grades 4-6 
 

 

Amato, Mary. Naked Mole-Rat Letters 

Auch, M. J. Wing Nut 

Barrett, Tracy. On Etruscan Time 

Broach, Elise. Shakespeare's Secret 

Butler, Dori Hillestad. Do You Know The 

Monkey Man   

Clements, Andrew. Lunch Money 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Double Identity 

Hobbs, Valerie. Defiance 

Madden, Kerry. Gentle's Holler 

Patneaude, David. Deadly Drive 

Park, Linda Sue. Project Mulberry 

Pearson, Ridley. Kingdom Keepers 

Riordan, Rick. Lightning Thief 

Schmidt, Gary. First Boy 

Smith, Roland. Cryptid Hunter 

Smith, Roland. Jack's Run 

White, Ruth. Search for Belle Prater 

Wiles, Deborah. Each Little Bird That Sings 

Wilson, Diane Lee. Black Storm Comin ' 

Woodworth, Chris. When Ratboy Lived Next 

Door  
 


